5

ini,

&

AT FHONERY
INTERNATIONAL UNVERSITY

Interdisciplinary research in persian Language

and literature o [
Print ISSN: 2821-076X el
Online ISSN: 2821-0778
Vol. 1, New Series, No.l1, spring and summer 2022

Taboo Words in Contemporary Persian Literature: A Case Study of
Works of Sadegh Hedayat and Sadegh Chubak

Nasrin Dohani Semiromi'!, Mozhgan Hooshmand*®*, Reza Rezaei’

'Master student, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Humanities, Yasouj University,

Yasouj, Iran.

2*Assistant Professor, English Department, Faculty of Humanities, Yasouj University, Iran.
3Assistant Professor, English Department, Faculty of Humanities, Yasouj University, Iran.

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Received:
21/02/2021
Accepted:
22/08/2021

This study was an attempt to explore and identify taboo words in some notable works
of contemporary Persian literature. To this end, we have studied the works of Sadeq
Hedayat (The Blind Owl and The Stray Dog), and Sadeq Chubak (Tangsir and Sang
Sabur). The research method is qualitative - quantitative and based on Wardhough's
theory (1992) in sociolinguistics. It investigates different types of taboo words,
including sexual, animal, family, religion, death, and disease taboos. The result showed
that taboo words related to death and mental - physical states and diseases were more
prevalent in Hedayat's works but less frequently compared to Chubak's. Chubak, on the
other hand, was found to have used more sexual and animal taboo words in his works.
In both, men were engaged in some psychological and physical states, and while being
sexual, they revealed their pains and sufferings using mental - physical and sexual
taboos. The structure of male characters in these stories demonstrates the ignorance and
misery of the Iranian people in that era. Female characters are also involved in
superstition, ignorance, and misery and form their personality structure using terms
relating to sexual and emotional states.
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