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Article Info ABSTRACT

Simurgh is a mythical being which appears widely in Persian literature.
According to Levy-Bruhl’s theories, the law of Participation is
dominant in primitive thought and this thought sometimes ignores
causality. Primitive thought also considers totemic animal as the
protector of the members of its group. In this paper, with the use of
desk study and content analysis and the use of Levy-Bruhl’s theories,
we have tried to analyze mythical characteristics of Simurgh in
Received: Ferdowsi’s Shahname and Attar’s the Conference of the Birds. Then
we have compared this bird in these two literary works. We found out
20/10/2022 that Simurgh’s character is rooted in mythical thought. In Shahname,
Accepted: this bird lives on a sacred mountain, is the totemic ancestor of Zal, with
23/08/2023 the use of its feather protects Zal’s family, suspends causality, is a
which-doctor and can prophesize. In the Conference of the Birds, lives
on Ghaf, its feather can be used for prophecy, and has Farr. The
difference between Ferdowsi’s Simurgh and Attar’s Simurgh is in the
amount of participation of this bird with the members of its group.
Despite Shahname in which participation of Zal and Simurgh does not
cause Zal to melt in Simurgh’s being, In the Conference of the Birds
we see that the birds melt in Simurgh’s being. While mythical thought
is more noticeable in Shahname, but the Law of Participation has a
wider role in Attar’s story.
Keywords. Shahname, conference of the birds, Levy-bruhl,
participation, causality.
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