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Introduction  

The early dialect of Shiraz, also known as Šerazī, is one of the few Iranian 

languages for which diverse texts from the 5th to the 11th century AH has 

survived. Texts from Sheikh Rouzbahan Baqli, Sa’di, Shams Pus-e Nasir, 

Hafez, Khatib Shaf’avi, Bushaq At’ameh, and Shah Da’i Shirazi are among 

these works. In this study, we have compared the phonological system of this 

dialect with that of Middle Persian. This comparison covers the sounds and 

phonotactic constraints, the phonetic changes from Middle Persian to Early 

Shirazi, and the most significant phonological processes in Early Shirazi, 

focusing on Shah Da’i’s works. 

 
Methodology 

What phonetic and phonological similarities and differences does Early 

Shirazi have with Middle Persian, and what changes has it undergone? To 

these questions, this paper attempts to find answers. While there have been 

scattered studies on the phonological system of Early Shirazi, none have 

independently and linguistically addressed the phonological system of Shah 

Da’i’s works and its comparison with Middle Persian. Given the linguistic 

value of Shirazi texts, especially those of Shah Da’i, conducing an 

independent study is justified to introduce the phonological system of this 

dialect and compare it with Middle Persian. 

 
Discussion and Results 

From comparing the phonological systems of Early Shirazi with Middle 

Persian, the following results can be obtained:   

- The sound /ž/ (voiced postalveolar fricative) in Middle Persian is an 

allophone of /ǰ/ (Sundermann, 1989: 144-145; Skjærvø, 2009: 201), but it is 

not found in Early Shirazi.  



 

 

- The sound /θ/ (voiceless interdental fricative) is not present in standard 

Middle Persian, but it appears in some learned words (Sadeghi, 1394/2015). 

This phoneme is observed in Early Shirazi texts until the 7th century (cf. 

Rezaei Baghbidi, 1382/2003: 37-35; Sadeghi, 1383/2004: 12; Sadeghi, 

1394/2015: 4; Sadeghi, 2013: 216).  

- The sound /q/ (voiced uvular plosive) is absent in Middle Persian but appears 

as an allophone in early Shirazi (Sadeghi, 1385/2006: 23-24).  

- The two sounds /w/ (voiced bilabial approximant) and /v/ (voiced labiodental 

fricative) alternated in different varieties of Middle Persian (Sadeghi, 

1357/1978: 127-128; Sadeghi, 1383/2004: 7-8), but only /v/ is present in 

Shirazi (ibid), although /w/ appears as an allophone of /v/ in some contexts 

(compare with contemporary Persian).  

- The sound /δ/ (voiced interdental fricative) seemingly existed as an allophone 

of /d/ in Middle Persian (cf. Sundermann, 1989: 144). This sound also appears 

in some early Shirazi manuscripts after vowels.  

- The sound /Ɂ/ (glottal stop) does not exist in Middle Persian, but its presence 

in Shirazi can be inferred based on prosodic evidence (Forouzandeh-Fard, 

1395/2016: 88).  

- The sound /β/ (voiced bilabial fricative) is an allophone of /b/ in Middle 

Persian (Sundermann, 1989: 144) and is sometimes considered an allophone 

in Parthian (e.g., Rezaei Baghbidi, 1385/2006: 45) and other times a phoneme 

(e.g., Skjærvø, 2009: 201). In Early Shirazi texts, particularly Sa’di’s works, 

the preposition “  va (which we believe is a remnant of Middle Persian abar ”وَ 

and not pad) is written as the simple f or the three-doted f, representing this 

sound (e.g., Sadeghi, 1390/2011: 396-397; Sadeghi, 1391/2012: 35).  

- The sound /xw/ (labialized velar fricative) is considered an allophone in 

Middle Persian by some researchers (Sundermann, 1989: 145) and a phoneme 

by others (Skjærvø, 2009: 201). This sound appeared in earlier Shirazi texts 

but gradually lost its labialization, similar to Persian, with the vowel a 

following it turning into o.  

- Short front vowels e and i in Middle Persian are considered two independent 

phonemes by some scholars (MacKenzie, 1967: 23-24) and one by others 

(Sundermann, 1989: 144). The situation for short back vowels o and u is 

similar to that for e and i.  

- Long front vowels ē and ī, known, as the majhūl and maʿlūm yāʾ, 

respectively, are two independent phonemes in Middle Persian. This 

distinction existed in Early Shirazi at least until the 8th century. The situation 

for long back vowels ō and ū, known as the majhūl and maʿlūm wāw, 

respectively, is similar to the majhūl and maʿlūm yāʾ.  

- In Early Shirazi, like Dari Persian, a syllable consists of at least one vowel 

(nucleus) and an obligatory onset consonant. The syllable’s coda may 

optionally contain one or up to two consonants; thus, the Early Shirazi syllable 



 

 

structure can be represented as CV((C)C). In Middle Persian, a syllable can 

start with a vowel, which is not the case in Shirazi. Also, an initial consonant 

cluster in Middle Persian is broken by inserting a short vowel in Shirazi. Some 

phonetic changes from Middle Persian to Early Shirazi include the change of 

ā (Middle Persian) to a (Shirazi); ān to on (when followed by an enclitic; cf. 

Forouzandeh-Fard, 1395/2016: 80-81); an to o; ē to e; ō to o; b to v and w to 

b; wi to go initially; x to h; g to γ intervocalically; ag to γ or x in final position 

(when followed by a word with an initial vowel; cf. Forouzandeh-Fard, 

1395/2016: 84; also cf. Mahyar Nawabi, 1376/1997); m to v; and č to z. 

Additionally, the final consonants “n” (/n/), “d” (/d/), “r” (/r/), “z” (/z/), and 

the final clusters “rd” (/rd/), “ft” (/ft/), and “xt” (/xt/) can be deleted. 

 

Conclusion 

In this article we discussed different phones of the Early Shirazi and 

Middle Persian. Phonotactic constraints was the next section of our 

study. At the end, we some of the phonetic procedures of the Early 

Shirazi emphasizing on Shah Da'i's works. 
 

 

Keywords: Early Shirazi, Middle Persian, phonology, phonological 

processes, Shah Da’i Shirazi   

 

References 

 

- Forouzandeh-Fard, Manouchehr. (1395/2016). “A Critical Review of the 

Shirazi Verses in Nasir al-Din Khatib Shaf’avi’s ‘Muθallaθ Qasids’”; 

Gozaresh-e Miras, Vol. 3, No. 1 & 2, pp. 79-91. [in Persian] 

- MacKenzie, David Neil. (1967). “Notes on the Transcription of Pahlavi”; 

Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, Vol. 30, No. 1, pp. 

17-29. 

- Mahyar Nawabi, Yahya. (1376/1997). “One of the Features of the Shirazi 

Dialect in the 7th-9th Hijri Centuries”; in Sokhanvarah: Fifty-Five 

Research Articles in Memory of Dr. Parviz Natel Khanlari, ed. by Iraj 

Afshar and Hans Robert Roemer, Tehran: Tous, pp. 169-183. [in Persian] 

- Rezaei Baghbidi, Hasan. (1382/2003). “Old Shirazi”; Guyesh-Shenasi, 

No. 1, pp. 32-40. [in Persian] 

- Rezaei Baghbidi, Hasan. (1385/2006). A Guide to the Parthian Language 

(Arsacid Pahlavi); Tehran: Qoqnoos. [in Persian] 

- Sadeghi, Ali-Ashraf. (1357/1978). The Formation of the Persian 

Language; Tehran: Islamic Azad University of Iran. [in Persian] 



 

 

- Sadeghi, Ali-Ashraf. (1383a/2004). “The Old Dialect of Kazeroon”; 

Majalle-ye Zabanshenasi, Vol. 19, No. 1 (Issue 37), pp. 1-41. [in Persian] 

- Sadeghi, Ali-Ashraf. (1385/2006). “The Evolution of the Arabic 

Consonant ‘q’َin Persian”; Majalle-ye Zabanshenasi, Vol. 21, Nos. 1 & 2 

(Issues 41 & 42), pp. 3-32. [in Persian] 

- Sadeghi, Ali-Ashraf. (1390/2011). “A Shirazi Verse by Sa’di in the 

Golestan: A New Proposal for Its Reading and Meaning”; in Festschrift 

for Professor Salim Neysari, ed. by Gholamali Haddad Adel, Tehran: 

Academy of Persian Language and Literature, pp. 393-399. [in Persian] 

- Sadeghi, Ali-Ashraf. (1391/2012). “Shirazi Verses by Sa’di in Muθallaθāt; 

Zaban-ha o Guyesh-haye Irani, No. 1, pp. 5-37. [in Persian] 

- Sadeghi, Ali-Ashraf. (1394/2015). “The Consonant /θ/ in Persian and 

Pahlavi”; Farhang-Nevisi, No. 9, pp. 3-44. [in Persian] 
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